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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of amendment filed 1/12/07. The arguments set 
forth in the response are addressed herein below. Claims 1-19 are pending, Claims 1-6 
have been amended, and Claims 7-19 have been newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Each and every limitation excluding "the upper surfaces of the partition 
members are below a top surface of the bill guide plate" is not disclosed in the 
specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Parish etal (US 5,156,250). 

Claims 18-19: Parish discloses a currency receiver for use within a vending machine. 
The vending machine including a cabinet, a door, a bill insertion slot and a bill guide 
(Figs. 1-12). The bill guide includes a plurality of slot openings for separating foreign 
matter or liquid from the currency (Abstract). Parish discloses such a bill receiver 
prevents customer tampering, vandalism, and malfunction of a vending machine (Col. 
1:21-41). Parish discloses that the currency receiver can be used in any vending 
machine that accepts currency (Col. 2:40-52). Parish discloses that the openings of the 
bill guide plate are slots elongated in a direction from a rear wall of the bill guide plate 
that is adjacent the bill insertion slot toward a front wall of the bill guide plate. 
Furthermore, the bill guide plate further comprises longitudinal separating walls 
extending in said direction and separating adjacent slots from each other, and slot 
bottom walls each of which is disposed between two adjacent separating walls and 
extends rearward in said direction from the front wall of said bill guide plate and 
obliquely downwardly without completely closing the respective slot defined between 
said two adjacent separating walls. Also the bill guide plate has a plurality of partition 
members dividing each of the slots into a number of smaller slits that comprise of 
a forward most and longest slit, at least one rear slit shorter than said forward-most and 
longest slit, and wherein, the slot bottom wall corresponding to said slot extends along 
said forward most and longest slit and terminates short of a forward most one of the 
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partition members in the respective slot, without completely closing said forward most 
and longest slit (Figs. 3-7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 and 10-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Parish et al (US 5,156,250) in view of Watabe et al (US 

5,505,289). 

Claim 1: Parish discloses a currency receiver for use within a vending machine. The 
vending machine including a cabinet, a door, a bill insertion slot and a bill guide (Figs. 1- 
12). The bill guide includes a plurality of slot openings for separating foreign matter or 
liquid from the currency (Abstract). Parish discloses such a bill receiver prevents 
customer tampering, vandalism, and malfunction of a vending machine (Col. 1:21-41). 
Parish discloses that the currency receiver can be used in any vending machine that 
accepts currency (Col. 2:40-52). Figs. 1-2, illustrate the bill guide enclosed in a 
mounting member. Parish discloses that liquid sometimes can enter the mechanisms of 
the vending machine and cause malfunction to occur. However, Parish fails to disclose 
a first open end covered by the bill guide plate and located under the openings of the bill 
guide plate for receiving the foreign matter dropped from said openings and a second 
open end located below and communicated with the first open end, second open end 
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being opened downwards for directing the foreign matter further downwardly. Watabe 
discloses a bill guide with a bill guide plate wherein the mounting member comprises of 
a first open end (51 ) covered by the bill guide plate and located under the openings of 
the bill guide plate for receiving the foreign matter dropped from said openings and a 
second open end (54) located below and communicated with the first open end, second 
open end being opened downwards for directing the foreign matter further downwardly 
(Abstract, Col. 2:20-29, Figs. 5-6). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the liquid diverting bill guide means of Parish, with the first and second 
open end of Watabe to provide a route or pathway to guarantee that foreign matter 
would not enter into areas where electrical components are maintained to prevent 
malfunctioning of such components (Watabe Col. 1 :60-Col. 2:5). 
Claim 2-3: Parish discloses that the slot openings of the bill guide are in a rectilinear 
formation and are parallel to each other. Partition members divide the slot openings 
into smaller slot openings (Figs. 3-4, & 10). 

Claim 4: Referring to Figs. 3-4, & 10, the slot opening ((102) & (104)) lengths are 
smaller than the diameter of coin (Parish). 

Claim 6: Referring to Figs. 1-2, vending machines comprise of a door mounted in a 
detachable manner. The mounting member or door includes a first opening part (bill 
guide) connected to a second opening part. Bill guide is mounted as a separate 
member of the mounting member (Parish). 
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Claim 10: Watabe discloses the mounting member has a passage extending 
downward from the first open end to the second open end, being tapered as the 
passage extends downward (Figs. 5-6). 

Claims 12 and 15: Parish discloses that the openings of the bill guide plate are slots 
elongated in a direction from a rear wall of the bill guide plate that is adjacent the bill 
insertion slot toward a front wall of the bill guide plate. Furthermore, the bill guide plate 
further comprises longitudinal separating walls extending in said direction and 
separating adjacent slots from each other, and slot bottom walls each of which is 
disposed between two adjacent separating walls and extends rearward in said direction 
from the front wall of said bill guide plate and obliquely downwardly without completely 
closing the respective slot defined between said two adjacent separating walls. Also the 
bill guide plate has a plurality of partition members dividing each of the slots into a 
number of smaller slits that comprise of a forward most and longest slit, at least one 
rear slit shorter than said forward-most and longest slit, and wherein, the slot bottom 
wall corresponding to said slot extends along said forward most and longest slit and 
terminates short of a forward most one of the partition members in the respective slot, 
without completely closing said forward most and longest slit (Figs. 3-7). 
Claims 13-14: Parish discloses that bottom walls of the bill guide plate comprises of a 
first segment extending rearward from the front wall of said bill guide plate and obliquely 
downwardly at a first inclination, a second segment extending rearward from the first 
segment and obliquely downwardly at a second inclination greater than the first 
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inclination, and a third segment extending downwardly from the second segment into 
the first open end of the mounting member (Figs. 3-7). 

Claim 16: Parish discloses that the slot bottom wall terminates short of a forward-most 
one of the partition members in the respective slot (Figs. 3-7). 

Claims 5, 11, and 17: Parish discloses that the upper surface of the partition members 
closer to the bill insertion slot is lower than the upper surface of the partition members 
farther from the bill insertion slot and that the top surface of the separating walls are 
flush with each other (Figs. 3-7 bill guide is curved). Parish in view of Watabe meets 
the above limitations, but fails to disclose the upper surfaces of the partition members 
below a top surface of the bill guide plate. However, Applicant has not disclosed that 
the upper surfaces of the partition members below a top surface of the bill guide plate 
provides an advantage or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, 
furthermore, would have expected Parish's partition members, and applicant's 
invention, to perform equally well with either the partition members flush with the top 
surface, as taught by Parish, or the claimed upper surfaces of the partition members 
below a top surface of the bill guide plate because both would perform the same 
functions of dividing the slot openings into smaller slot openings. 

Therefore, it would have been prima facie obvious to modify Parish such that the 
upper surfaces of the partition members are below a top surface of the bill guide plate 
because such a modification would have been considered a mere design consideration 
which fails to patentably distinguish over the prior art of Parish. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claims 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Robert E Pe^uto ^'"^ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



TH 



4/13/07 



